Economic Dimensions of Arkansas History

[image: image2.wmf]
Mapping Our Way through Arkansas History 
By Rita Littrell, PhD
	FOCUS:
[image: image3.jpg]



PREPARE:
TEACH:
[image: image4.jpg]



Evaluation:

Connect: 


	Overview:  This activity is designed as the introduction and culminating activity to a unit of study on the economic dimensions of Arkansas history.  After showing the introductory PowerPoint, Arkansas Pride, use this activity to create topic specialists (history 1 & 2, industry, transportation, natural resources, and geography) who will then be assigned to teams for game play. An Arkansas road map serves as a graphic organizer.  http://bmcee.uark.edu/1444.asp
Background Information:  The study of Arkansas history is much more meaningful if students develop an understanding of the factors that caused the historical occurrences.  Middle school students enjoy competitive activities.  This lesson is designed as a springboard to the lifetime curiosity about the state of Arkansas, including its rich history and culture.  Hopefully, with this knowledge, students will develop pride and appreciation for the many opportunities they have today.  Perhaps, they will strive to make good decisions that will have positive effects on the citizens of Arkansas tomorrow.

Objectives: 

· Compare and contrast the six geographical land regions of Arkansas.

· Identify and map the major rivers of Arkansas while learning of their economic effects on the state.

· Examine the economic uses and effects on development of Arkansas’ natural resources.

· Identify early settlements and their role in economic development.

· Connect agricultural development to geographic regions.

· Describe the development of manufacturing and industry in Arkansas as technological advances occurred.  (e.g., railroad, timber, electricity)

· Explore the effects of tourism on the economy of Arkansas.
Materials:  The materials are designed for a class of 30 students (six groups of five students).  If you have more students you can place six students in a group.  This activity is based on six content categories or topics: geography, industry, history (divided into two parts), natural resources and transportation.

· Six maps of Arkansas.  These can be ordered for free from Arkansas 

Parks and Tourism (http://arkansas.com/maps/ or call 1-800-NATURAL). 

· 30 colored wooden sticks – 5 of 6 different colors

· Map Locator page for each topic. 

· Five colors of markers, assorted small sticky notes (yellow, green and blue).

· Content Summaries. 

· What I Know and Want to Know page – one per student.
Construct:  To prepare for the lesson


1.  Make one copy of each of the Map Locator pages on tag board.  Use a different color for each category.


2.  Make ‘lucky dip’ sticks by writing the name of a topic on five sticks of the same color.  Write geography on five sticks of one color, industry on another, etc.
3. Number each ‘lucky dip’ stick with one to five.  Each color will have one stick numbered 1 and one numbered 2, etc.

4. Make five copies of each content summary.  This will be one per student.

5. Copy What I Know and Want to Know page for each student.

Introduction:  Ask students the following questions to lead into the activity.

· What industries are in Arkansas?

· What resources does Arkansas offer to the global marketplace?

· What items do we import from other countries?

· What role does transportation play in the economic development of the state?

· Why did cities such as Little Rock and Fort Smith develop?

· How has history affected the growth and development of the state?

· What should we do to make us globally competitive?

· What entrepreneurs are from Arkansas?

Activities:  

Day 1:  Students work in groups to become specialists in a selected topic of Arkansas history.  After developing areas of expertise, the students will regroup and compete against other teams to gain the most points by correctly answering the multiple choice questions.  This lesson is designed to lead the students through the process of becoming Arkansas content experts.  

1)  Have students draw a wooden stick from a container.  This is called ‘lucky dip’!  This stick will determine the student’s assigned group.


2)  Have students gather into groups of content specialization based on the stick selected from the lucky dip.  Give each group the appropriate Map Locator page and Content Summary information.


3)  Give each group an Arkansas map.  Have students read the content summary in their groups.


4)  Have each group work through the Map Locator page, developing their expertise.  Allow approximately 30 minutes to read the summary and to locate the places on the map.


5)  Once they have completed developing their knowledge have the students to prepare a way to share their information with the entire class.  They could create songs, PowerPoint presentations, skits or anything appropriate to share information with their classmates.  

Day 2:

6) Distribute a copy of What I Know and Want to Know to each student.  Tell them to complete this sheet as they watch the presentations by each group.

7) Allow time for students to share their presentations with their classmates.  This will probably take half of one class period.  Encourage students to ask questions of the presenters.

8) Now it is time to play the game.  Have students to form new groups based on the number on their ‘lucky dip’ stick.  All ones should form a group, etc.  This will result in five groups.  You may need to adapt the group sizes based on your class size.  The objective is to have at least one topic specialists in each group.  http://bmcee.uark.edu/1444.asp
9)  Have each group select a name that represents Arkansas for their group.  These groups will play the game.

[image: image5.wmf]10)  The objective of the game is to end with the most points.  Like Jeopardy, each group may select the category and difficulty level.  More points are awarded for the higher difficulty levels.  If a question is missed the category and level can be selected by another group.  A different question will be given.  Once a question is correctly answered for that category and level, it is no longer available.  

11) The winning team is the one with the most points when all categories and levels are successfully answered.  Another option is the team with the most points at the end of the class period wins.

Closure:  To recap the game, discuss with students some of the major points they have learned about the history of Arkansas.  Discuss each topic. Ask students to share observations that connect the topics.  Ideas for discussion:

· Some industries developed near the natural resources needed for the industry.

· Some industries developed near modes of transportation. 

· Some cities developed at different periods of time based on the current best mode of transportation.  

· Little Rock and Fort Smith developed when river travel was vital.  

· Wal-Mart and its distribution centers do not depend on river or rail but on highways.

· Entrepreneurs shaped the economic development of Arkansas through companies such as Murphy Oil, Acxiom, Alltel, J.B. Hunt, and Tyson Foods.

These connections help to move students to a better understanding of why events happened.  You might keep a running list in the class so that students can add to it throughout the year. 

Student success in the game will show their knowledge of the economic dimensions of Arkansas history.  Encourage them to use the provided Internet sites for further research and then play the game again.

Performance Task:  Assign students to write five observations of connections they made among the content areas of the game.  These would be similar to the ones discussed in the closure.
Graphing:  

· Graph the revenues of the top 20 Arkansas firms.  These companies are listed in the Arkansas Democrat Gazette in the business section.  Students will need to research to find the revenues.

· Have students select an Arkansas company and follow the price of its stock for a period of time and then make a line graph showing its price over time.

Writing:  

Write a letter to the governor suggesting where you think state funds should be spent to promote economic development in the state of Arkansas.



A special thanks to many students in my economics class for future teachers.  Stefanie L. Liles and DeAnna Skaggs spent many hours of research and creative thinking to move the activity from a concept towards a final product.  Many others were also instrumental including: Bentley R. Seal.
What I Know & What I Want to Know
For each group presentation, record two things you learned and note two things you want to know.
	Group
	What I Know
	What I Want to Know

	1. 
	· 
	

	2. 
	
	·    

	3. 
	
	· 

	4. 
	· 
	

	5. 
	
	

	6. 
	
	


Optional Hand-out: Map of Arkansas


Optional Hand-out of Regions
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Some helpful Internet sites include:
Arkansas.com – famous people - http://www.arkansas.com/things-to-do/famous/business.asp - 

Interactive Highway maps - http://www.arkansas.com/maps/
Tourism development - 

http://www.arkansas.com/helpful-info/tourism-development/
Photo gallery by region - http://www.arkansas.com/photo-gallery/ 

http://research.stlouisfed.org/regecon/maps/  - For information on Arkansas statistics by state or by county

Maps of Arkansas counties including poverty, population, income, transportation, etc. http://www.1-800-arkansas.com/maps/   

Arkansas history frameworks met by this lesson and the Arkansas game.
	G.1.AH.7-8.1
	Compare and contrast the six geographical land regions of Arkansas:

· Ozark Mountains (plateau)

· Ouachita Mountains

· Arkansas River Valley

· Mississippi Alluvial Plain
· Crowley’s Ridge

· West Gulf Coastal Plain 



	G.1.AH.7-8.2
	Identify and map the major rivers of Arkansas



	G.1.AH.7-8.5
	Examine the economic effect of Arkansas’ natural resources: 

· diamonds

· bauxite

· forestry products

· oil



	EA.2.AH.7-8.3
	Compare and contrast the cultural characteristics of early Indian tribes in Arkansas:

· Osage

· Caddo 

· Quapaw



	EA.2.AH.7-8.4
	Identify Arkansas Post as the first permanent European settlement in Arkansas



	SR.5.AH.7-8.7
	Identify the major Civil War battlefields in and near Arkansas 



	RP.6.AH.7-8.3
	Describe the development of manufacturing and industry in Arkansas using available technology (e.g., railroad, timber, electricity)



	W.7.AH.7-8.3
	Explore the effects of tourism on the economy: 

· Hot Springs

· Ozarks

· Murfreesboro diamond mines 
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