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Ballooning through Arkansas History: Experiencing Scarcity
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1.  FOCUS

Student Objective

· Understand that scarcity requires people to make choices

Background

Scarcity is the condition of not being able to have all the goods and services we want. It results from the imbalance between unlimited economic wants and relatively limited resources available to satisfy those wants. Scarcity requires people to make choices about using goods and services to satisfy their economic wants.  In this lesson students will learn about historical sites they could visit in Arkansas but due to a scarcity of time they will need to make choices about where to travel to learn about Arkansas’ history.  The alternative they give up is their opportunity cost.  Identifying alternative costs, or the foregone alternatives, is crucial to learning to make wise economic decisions.

Concepts


Scarcity, choice, opportunity cost


2.  PREPARE



One duffel bag, tote bag, or suitcase

Construction paper or tagboard


Activity 1:
Balloon Pattern

Bulletin board paper in white or a


Activity 2:
Arkansas Map


     pastel color


Activity 3:
Trip Notice
 

Several broad tip felt markers.


Activity 4:
Balloon Trip Supply List 
     assorted colors and black


Activity 5:
Arkansas Internet Sites


1.
Duplicate one copy of Activities 1, 2, 3 and 5 for each group of three or four students.

2.
Make one copy of Activity 4 for each student.

3.
Cover the bulletin board and enlarge Activity 2 to fit the bulletin board or use any large map of Arkansas to display students balloon trip routes..

4.
Cutout letters for the bulletin board title. "Ballooning through Arkansas History," from construction paper or tagboard.

3.  TEACH

Introduction

Have students share what they know about hot air balloons.  Ask them to close their eyes and imagine flying around Arkansas in a balloon.  Have them name some places around the state that they would like to see.  List the places on the chalkboard.

Activities

1.   Explain to students that they will participate in a make-believe balloon trip around the state and that each group will decide the places to visit and the route for the trip.  Their mission is to learn about Arkansas history.  They are to visit four places from the five regions of Arkansas: Ozark Mountains, Arkansas River Valley, Ouachita Mountains, Gulf Coastal Plains, and Mississippi Delta.  (Crawley’s Ridge is being omitted due to size and number of places to visit.)  

2.   Draw students’ attention to the bulletin board display.
Locate your city and discuss the places students have visited.  Note them on the map.  Discuss the regions of Arkansas listed above and show their location on the map.  Go to (website) if you need assistance with the regional divisions.
3. Explain that because time and fuel are scarce, each group will have to choose four places they will visit on their balloon trip.  Discuss possibilities from students’ experiences and from your own.  List these on the board.  Explain that students will use the Internet to learn more about possible places to visit.  If you have specific objectives for this study you may require that students find locations where they will learn this information.   For example,  you may want them to learn about different periods in Arkansas history, a specific period such as the civil war, or a topic such as African Americans in Arkansas. 
4.  Arrange for students to search the Internet for information about places in Arkansas where they will go on their balloon trip.  The time needed will vary depending on the access to the computers.  Allowing 45 minutes to an hour in a computer lab is recommended.  Internet resources are included in Activity 5.    
5. Once students have selected the four places they will visit have them write them on the Trip Notice (Activity 3) and note why they selected these places to visit.  The region and specific location they did not choose should be identified as the opportunity cost by circling the alternative not chosen.
6.  Critical Thinking.  Review the trip rules listed at the bottom of the Arkansas map.  Have students work in their groups to discuss other rules they believe would be important.  Ask them to agree upon a fifth rule and write it in the space provided.

7.   Creative Thinking. Instruct students to create and color a design for their balloon that represents the state of Arkansas.  Have them draw a basket under it.  Explain that the basket can be of any shape that will carry passengers.  Ask them to cut out their drawings and name their balloons.
8.   Brainstorm and list on the chalkboard the things they might want to take with them on the trip.

9.  After students have generated a long list, explain to them that there will be a small problem, because space is scarce.  Produce the duffel bag and tell the students this is the amount of space allowed each one of them.
10.  Allow the groups a few minutes to discuss what they think would be important to take on the trip.  After the group discussions, instruct students to choose, independently, items which must fit into their duffel bag and record their choices on Activity 4.

11.   Closure.  Have each group share the name and design of their balloon, their itinerary, what items students decided to take on the trip, and how they made their choices.  Reinforce the concept that, because space and time were scarce, they had to make choices about where to go and what to take with them.  Have them share the opportunity cost from their itinerary and to explain why they gave up that alternative.

12.  Display the balloon designs along the trip routes and place the supply lists at the bottom of the bulletin board. Locate the places on the bulletin board map and draw a route connecting them, having the route begin at your school and end in Little Rock at the Capitol.


4.  CONNECT

Language Arts.  Have students work in cooperative learning groups to make short presentations on the places which they visited on the make-believe balloon trip.


Language Arts.  Read and recite the traditional poem.  Old Mother Hubbard, discussing the scarcity situation.

Community Connection.  Invite a balloonist to visit your 
class to share pictures and stories about ballooning.
Arkansas History:  Choose a theme for the research such as famous Arkansans.  Have students go to places where they can learn about these people.

Family Corner.  For your family newsletter: Your child participated in a make-believe trip in a hot air balloon where we "visited" sights around the world.  Because we experienced a scarcity of space in the balloon, we made decisions about what items we could take with us that fit into a duffel bag. 
Discuss with your child some of the choices that your family must make because resources are scarce.

Children's Literature:

· Adams, Adrienne.  The Great Valentine A Day Balloon Race.  New


York: Macmillan Publishing Company, 1980.  The Abbot rabbits decorate and 
race their balloon.

· Calhoun, Mary.  Hot-Air Henry.  New York: Mulberry Books, 1981. A Siamese 
cat stowaway takes a “fur-raising” balloon trip.

· Coerr, Cleanor.  The Big Balloon Race.  New York: HarperCollins, 1981.  This "I 
Can Read Book" highlights the delights and mishaps of a balloon race.

· Scullard, Sue.  The Great Round-the-World Balloon Race.  New York:


Dutton Children's Books, 1990.  Two children and their aunt sail


around the world in a balloon race.  This book has beautiful, detailed


illustrations of balloons and sights.

· Manushkin, Fran.  Hello World: Travel Along with Mickey and his Friends.  New 
York: Disney Press, 1991.  Mickey Mouse and his friends take a trip around 
the world.  They learn to say "hello" in the language of each country and have 
their photos taken in each place.

· Wright, Nicola, Tony Potter, Dee Turner, and Christine Wilson.  Macmillan First 
Atlas.  New York: Macmillan Publishing Company, 1991.  This primary atlas 
introduces children to map reading, place, economic and human geography, 
and topography.

Activity 1

Balloon Pattern
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Activity 2


Arkansas Map


RULES

1. Follow the route.
2. Only gas and hot-air balloons are permitted.

3. Contact the ground only at designated stops.

4. Enter at your own risk!  Be prepared for high altitudes, very hot and very cold weather.

Activity 3


Trip Notice

Attention Balloonists!!!!

You are about to board the Miss Arkansas balloon for a trip around the state.  Your time and other resources needed for the trip are scarce.  There will be many places you would like to stop but you will need to choose only four – one from four different regions of the state!  These stops should increase your understanding of Arkansas history.  Please list your itinerary below and tell what you will learn at each stop!

The Around-Arkansas Balloon Trip

Starting in 







 (city)

At 








 School

Date 



, 20

Stopping At:

1) Ozark Mountains: 







 


to learn about 






.
2) Arkansas River Valley: 











to learn about 






.
3) Ouachita Mountains: 











to learn about 






.

4) Gulf Coastal Plains: 











to learn about 






.

5) Mississippi Delta: 











to learn about 






.

Ending at the Arkansas State Capitol in Little Rock!
Activity 4


Balloon Trip Supply List

Crew Member: 









I will take:


1.  











2.  










3.  










4.  










5.  










6.  










7.  










8.  










9.  










10. 









Remember you can only take things to fill one small duffel bag. 

Activity 5


Arkansas Internet Sites

Here are a few sites to help you begin your Internet search!

http://www.arkansasheritage.com/life/regions/ - Go here for an overview of the six regions of Arkansas.  

www.arkansas.com – A good starting point to learn about Arkansas.  From here you can go the Arkansas Parks website as well as learn about our history and heritage.  Don’t miss the calendar of events either.  Happy surfing!

www.arkansasparks.com –Go to this site to discover a map of Arkansas with parks in the six regions of the states.  Click on sites to learn more about the park and scheduled events.  Some parks have photo tours and lots of information.  For others it includes only the location and a brief description.  See what you can unearth?

http://www.arkansas.com/history_heritage/select/region/1 - Take a look at this site for history and heritage museums across the state.  It includes regional park locators.

http://www.arkansasheritage.com/default.asp - Start here to learn about the heritage and history of Arkansas.  The possibilities are unlimited.  You can find immigration stories, music, photos, and more.  

http://www.arkansasstateparks.com/park_finder/ - Regional locators for Arkansas State Parks.

http://www.arkansasstateparks.com/schools/default.asp - This site includes information on Arkansas parks and the history that can be taught.

http://www.arkansasstateparks.com/schools/School_Booklet_1-21-02.pdf - This site has a booklet showing teachers how Arkansas history can be taught using Arkansas parks.

http://www.sosweb.state.ar.us/ - The Secretary of State’s Office offers educational materials, such as the primary level booklet about Arkansas. Also found on this website are Arkansas statistics and a list of famous Arkansans.

http://www.arkansas.com/history_heritage/facts.asp - Information on Arkansas geography, industry, agriculture and more.

http://arkedu.state.ar.us/curriculum/helpful_links.htm#History – This site is sponsored by the Arkansas Department of Education.  It has MANY links to useful Arkansas history information.

Activity 6


Miss Arkansas Balloons Photo

[image: image2.jpg]



Activity 7


Miss Arkansas Balloon Pattern 
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