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Tillage and Crop Rotation Requirement

• Tillage  and rotation practices that maintain or improve 

the physical, chemical, and biological conditions of the 

soil.

• Tillage and rotation practices that minimize soil erosion 

and improve organic matter.

• Burning only to suppress disease or stimulate 

germination.
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Tillage and Crop Rotation Requirement

Tillage  and rotation practices that maintain or improve the physical, chemical, and biological conditions of the soil.



Tillage and rotation practices that minimize soil erosion and improve organic matter.



Burning only to suppress disease or stimulate germination.
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Compost and Manure Requirements

• Fresh manure must be applied 120 or 90 days before 

crop harvest depending upon whether or not harvested 

portion of crop touches the ground.

• Composted manure may be applied without time 

restrictions if it has been composted properly.

• Manure ash and biosolids may not be applied.

• Composted plant and animal materials may be applied.
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Compost and Manure Requirements

Fresh manure must be applied 120 or 90 days before crop harvest depending upon whether or not harvested portion of crop touches the ground.



Composted manure may be applied without time restrictions if it has been composted properly.



Manure ash and biosolids may not be applied.



Composted plant and animal materials may be applied.
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Organic Seed & Planting Stock

• Organically grown seed and annual planting stock 

whenever equivalent varieties are available.

• If producing organic sprouts, all seed MUST be organic.

• If seed is not organically grown, it MUST be non-GMO.

• If seed is not organically grown, it MUST be free of 

prohibited substances.
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Organic Seed & Planting Stock

Organically grown seed and annual planting stock whenever equivalent varieties are available.



If producing organic sprouts, all seed MUST be organic.



If seed is not organically grown, it MUST be non-GMO.



If seed is not organically grown, it MUST be free of prohibited substances.
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What is allowed and not allowed?

• Synthetic substances allowed for use in organic 

crop production 

(§205.601) e.g. copper fungicides, 

synthetic micronutrients, insecticidal soap, fish emulsion, 

seaweed extracts

• Nonsynthetic (natural) substances prohibited for 

use in organic crop production 

(§205.602) e.g. 

strychnine, arsenic, lead, nicotine

• There is NO National List of allowed natural 

substances!!
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What is allowed and not allowed?

Synthetic substances allowed for use in organic crop production (§205.601) e.g. copper fungicides, synthetic micronutrients, insecticidal soap, fish emulsion, seaweed extracts

Nonsynthetic (natural) substances prohibited for use in organic crop production (§205.602) e.g. strychnine, arsenic, lead, nicotine

There is NO National List of allowed natural substances!!
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The Organic Materials 

Review Institute (OMRI)

OMRI is a non-governmental, 

nonprofit organization that 

specializes in the review of 

substances for use in organic 

production, processing, and 

handling. 

http://www.omri.org/


Microsoft_Office_PowerPoint_Slide8.sldx
The Organic Materials Review Institute (OMRI)

OMRI is a non-governmental, nonprofit organization that specializes in the review of substances for use in organic production, processing, and handling. 

http://www.omri.org/
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The Organic Materials
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OMRIis a non-govemmental,
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specializes in the review of

substances for use in organic
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The National Organic Standard 

is implemented through 

certification.

Only farmers that have 

demonstrated that they meet 

the criteria of the National 

Standard can become certified
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The National Organic Standard is implemented through certification.

Only farmers that have demonstrated that they meet the criteria of the National Standard can become certified
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The National Organic Program 

does not directly certify farmers or 

handlers of Organic products. 

The National Organic Program 

accredits certifying agents that take 

the responsibility for conferring 

certification on farmers and 

handlers.
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The National Organic Program does not directly certify farmers or handlers of Organic products. 

The National Organic Program accredits certifying agents that take the responsibility for conferring certification on farmers and handlers.
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As a Marketing Tool, Certification is 

simply a means of ensuring that a 

product is produced according to 

the National Organic Standard 

Requirements.

It protects the consumer and gives 

the farmer access to a premium 

market.
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As a Marketing Tool, Certification is simply a means of ensuring that a product is produced according to the National Organic Standard Requirements.

It protects the consumer and gives the farmer access to a premium market.





11

(Read slide)





‘As a Marketing Tool, Certification is
simply a means of ensuring that a
productis produced according to

the National Organic Standard
Requirements.

It protects the consumer and gives
the farmer access to a premium
‘market.





image12.emf
Farmer’s Steps to Certification

1) Identify a suitable certifier

Ƈ Accredited by the USDA-NOP

Ƈ Price

Ƈ Customer service

Ƈ Experience

Ƈ Additional certification services
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Farmer’s Steps to Certification

1) Identify a suitable certifier

♦ Accredited by the USDA-NOP



♦ Price



♦ Customer service



♦ Experience



♦ Additional certification services





12







Farmer’s Stepsto Certification

)Identit a suiable certfer
+ Accredited by the USDA-NOP
pres
+ Customer senice
+Experence.

+ Additons! cetfoston senvoss





image13.emf
Farmer’s Steps to Certification

2)  Submit an Application/System Plan

Ƈ The Organic System Plan (OSP) is a detailed 

outline that explains how the farm will be 

operated in compliance with the National 

Organic Standard.  It is a contract between 

farmer and certifier, and is required by law. 

3)  Completeness Review
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Farmer’s Steps to Certification

2)  Submit an Application/System Plan

♦ The Organic System Plan (OSP) is a detailed outline that explains how the farm will be operated in compliance with the National Organic Standard.  It is a contract between farmer and certifier, and is required by law. 



3)  Completeness Review
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Farmer’s Steps to Certification

4)  On-farm inspection.  

The inspector:

Ƈ Is an agent of the certifier

Ƈ Looks for consistency between OSP and what 

the farmer actually does

Ƈ Looks for violations of the Standard

Ƈ Provides a report to the certifier

Ƈ Can provide the farmer with information, not 

consultation services
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Farmer’s Steps to Certification

4)  On-farm inspection.  

	The inspector:

♦ Is an agent of the certifier

♦ Looks for consistency between OSP and what the farmer actually does

♦ Looks for violations of the Standard

♦ Provides a report to the certifier

♦ Can provide the farmer with information, not consultation services
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Farmer’s Steps to Certification

5)  Final review.

Possible outcomes:

Ƈ Approval for certification

Ƈ Request for additional information

Ƈ Notification of noncompliance

(conditional certification)

Ƈ Denial of certification
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Farmer’s Steps to Certification

5)  Final review.

	Possible outcomes:

♦ Approval for certification



♦ Request for additional information



♦ Notification of noncompliance

	(conditional certification)



♦ Denial of certification
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Costs of Organic Certification

Certification fees

NOP estimate: $750/farm average

Paperwork

Application/OSP

Recordkeeping

The <$5000 exemption
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Costs of Organic Certification

Certification fees

	NOP estimate: $750/farm average



Paperwork

	Application/OSP

	Recordkeeping



The <$5000 exemption





16







Costs of Organic Certification
Certification fees
'NOP estimate: $750ffarm average

Application/OSP
Recordkeeping

‘The 85000 exemption





image17.emf
Useful Resources

• National Organic Program

http://www.ams.usda.gov/nop/indexNet.htm

• Organic Trade Association

http://www.ota.com/index.html

• National Campaign for Sustainable Agriculture

http://www.sustainableagriculture.net/

• Independent Organic Inspectors Association

http://www.ioia.net/
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Useful Resources

National Organic Program

	http://www.ams.usda.gov/nop/indexNet.htm

Organic Trade Association

	http://www.ota.com/index.html

National Campaign for Sustainable Agriculture

	http://www.sustainableagriculture.net/

Independent Organic Inspectors Association

	http://www.ioia.net/
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ORGANIC STANDARDS 

AND CERTIFICATION


Microsoft_Office_PowerPoint_Slide1.sldx


ORGANIC STANDARDS AND CERTIFICATION
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Many Organic Standards

•

IFOAM (International Federation of 

Organic Agricultural Movements)

•

CODEX  (FAO Standard for Organic 

Products)

•

Organic Trade Association (voluntary 

industry standards)

•

Japan, EU

•

National Organic Program (USDA)
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Many Organic Standards

IFOAM (International Federation of Organic Agricultural Movements)

CODEX  (FAO Standard for Organic Products)

Organic Trade Association (voluntary industry standards)

Japan, EU

National Organic Program (USDA)
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Many Organic Standards

* IFOAM (Intemational Federation of
Organic Agricultural Movements)

* CODEX (FAO Standard for Organic
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* National Organic Program (USDA)
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The Biggies for Organic Crop Production

• 36-month “transition”

• Crop Rotation requirement

• Compost & Manure Regulations

• Organic Seed & Planting Stock required

• Biosolids prohibited

• Pest Management Hierarchy

I. Systemic controls

II. Cultural controls

III. Alternative pesticides
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The Biggies for Organic Crop Production

36-month “transition”

Crop Rotation requirement

Compost & Manure Regulations

Organic Seed & Planting Stock required

Biosolids prohibited

Pest Management Hierarchy



Systemic controls

Cultural controls

Alternative pesticides
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